[A study of recurrent pancreatic cancer with metastatic liver tumors after pancreatectomy].
Pancreatectomy is the best treatment for pancreatic cancer. However, there is a high risk of post-operative complications, such as local recurrence, metastatic lymphadenopathy, carcinomatosa peritonitis and liver metastasis. Presently, there is no significant treatment that has yet had a strong impact on recurrent pancreatic cancer. This study was conducted concerning recurrent pancreatic cancer with metastatic liver tumors after pancreatectomy. Between April 1998 and March 2005, our institute treated recurrent pancreatic cancer patients with liver metastasis. This study consisted of groups who received therapy and those who did not, and their subsequent survival rate was also studied. Nine cases had a recurrent pancreatic cancer with metastatic liver tumors. According to the treatment modality, the study population was classified into two groups: one group consisted of 4 patients with no treatment and the other group consisted of 5 patients who received treatment with gemcitabine (GEM). The mean survival rate for the group who received no treatment was 6.6 months. The mean survival rate for the group who received the treatment was 22.3 months. In addition, one year survival rate for those who received no treatment was 0%. The one year survival rate for those who received the treatment was 75%. The group with treatment showed better results in overall mean survival rates, as well as a higher one-year survival rate than the group with no treatment. The GEM administration included both intraarterial infusion and intravenous infusion. Prolongation of the survival period was obtained by administration of GEM for recurrent pancreatic cancer with metastatic liver tumors and inoperable advanced pancreatic cancer. We attempted to utilize the active treatment for recurrent pancreatic cancer with metastatic liver tumors. Thus, it was indicated that the therapy can be effective against recurrent pancreatic cancer with metastatic liver tumors.